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There are so many wonderful things that happen to you when you develop a personal connection with God through Jesus Christ.  Some of the benefits are:

1. You receive __FORGIVENESS.

“God did this to demonstrate his righteousness, for he himself is fair and just, and he declares sinners to be right in his sight when they believe in Jesus.”  Romans 3:26 NLT
2. You receive a new LIFE.
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV
3. You receive a new PERSPECTIVE on life.

“For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled upright godly lives in this present age.”  Titus 2:11-12 NIV
4. You receive a new set of VALUES.
“Jesus replied, ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it:  ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:37-40 NIV
5. You receive a new feeling of PURPOSE.
“For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.”  Eph. 2:10 NLT
6. You receive a personal DIRECTOR for your life.
“And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, who will never leave you.  He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth.  The world cannot receive him, because it isn’t looking for him.  But you know him, because he lives with you now and later will be in you….But when the Father sends the Advocate as my representative—that is the Holy Spirit---he will teach you everything and will remind you of everything I have told you.  I am leaving you with a gift---peace of mind and heart.” John 14:16-18, 26-27 NLT
7. You are set free from the POWER of sin.

“Don’t you realize that you become the slave of whatever you choose to obey?  You can be a slave to sin, which leads to death, or you can choose to obey God, which leads to righteous living.  Thank God!  Once you were slaves of sin, but now you wholeheartedly obey this teaching we have given you.  Now you are free from your slavery to sin, and you have become slaves to righteous living.”  Romans 6:16-18 NLT
8. You have potential for a better and longer LIFE.
“Dear friend, I hope all is well with you and that you’re as healthy in body as you are strong in spirit.”  3 John 2 NLT

        “These instructions are not empty words—they are your life!  By obeying them you will enjoy a long life in the land you occupy when you cross the Jordan River.”  Deut. 32:47 NLT
9. You become part of a really big FAMILY.
“So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners.  You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people.  You are members of God’s family.  Together, we are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets.  And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself.”

Ephesians 2:19-20 NLT

10.  You receive all of God’s BENEFITS.
“Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you produce.  Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good wine.”  Proverbs 3:9-10 NLT
11.  You receive the assurance of an ETERNAL home.
“Trust me. There is plenty of room for you in my Father’s home.  If that weren’t so, would I have told you that I’m on my way to get your room ready, I’ll come back and get you so you can live where I live.  And you already know the road I’m taking.”  John 14:1-4 Message
12.  You get released from the fear of DEATH.
“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.”  Hebrews 2:14-15 NIV
How does a person get a hold of FAITH???

1. You make an intentional DECISION to believe.
“Each of you must repent of your sins, turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ to show that you have received forgiveness for your sins.”  Acts 2:38 NLT
2. You make a verbal statement of your FAITH.
“That if you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved….Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”  Romans 10:9-10, 13. NIV
3. You choose to live your life daily, by FAITH.
“We live by faith not by sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 NIV

           “Just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to follow him.  Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him.  Then your faith will grow strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.”  Colossians 2:6-7 NLT
       Verse for the week:

 “He who fears the LORD has a secure fortress and for his children it will be a refuge.”  Proverbs 14:26 NIV
