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“Friends, don’t get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I’ve got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward---to Jesus.  I’m off and running, and I am not turning back.  So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want everything God has for us.  If any of you have something else in mind, something less than total commitment, God will clear your blurred vision---you’ll see it yet!  Now that we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it.”  Philippians 3:13-14 Message

I.  How People Forgive

A. They make the CHOICE to forgive.

“Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.  Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others.”  Colossians 3:13 NLT 

B. They don’t want to give the DEVIL a foothold.

“In your anger do not sin.  Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, and do not give the devil a foothold…..get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.  Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  Ephesians 4:26-27, 31-32 NIV
C. They live life with a spirit of PEACE not BITTERNESS.
“Live in peace with each other.  And we urge you, brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.  Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

                                                                                     I Thessalonians 5:13-18 NIV

D. They say ‘it’ and they say ‘it’ AGAIN.
I FORGIVE YOU!
· Forgiveness must be given.  It can’t be earned.
· Trust must be earned.  It can’t be easily given.
II. How Family members get forgiven:

A. They forgive because they have been FORGIVEN.
“But God shows and clearly proves His own love for us by the fact that while we were still sinners Christ, the Messiah, the Anointed One, died for us.  Therefore, since we are now justified ---acquitted, made righteous and brought into right relationship with God---by Christ’s blood, how much more certain is it that we shall be saved by Him from the indignation and wrath of God.”  
                                                                                                     Romans 5:8-9 Amp

“As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”  Psalm 103:12 NIV

B. They receive Christ’s FORGIVENESS.
C. They confess to God what they have DONE.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  I John 1:9 NIV
D. They live their life walking in harmony with GOD’S WORD.
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”  I John 1:7 NIV

“Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanders nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of you were…”  I Corinthians 6:9-11 NIV
“….I warn you as I did before, that those who live like (practice) this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  Galatians 5:21 NIV

“For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”  Ephesians. 5:5 NIV

“Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.  Because of these, the wrath of God is coming.  You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived.  But now…..”  Colossians 3:5-8 NIV
“For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life.  Therefore, he who rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.”  I Thessalonians 4:7-8 NIV

“You were dead because of your sins and because your sinful nature was not yet cut away.  Then God made you alive with Christ, for he forgave all our sins. He canceled the record of the charges against us and took it away by nailing it to the cross.”  Colossians 2:13-14 NLT 
Memory Verse:

“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” Colossians 3:13NIV
