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Recently New Song Pictures released the film ‘To Save A life.’  It’s a story about a young teenager named Jake Taylor who struggles to figure out how life works after his childhood friend dies.  During his journey he finds a mentor who helps him and a lot of other teenagers.  Because Jake’s family is fractured his life gets all messed up.  God wants us to have strong families and the Bible gives us valuable information on building strong families.  Let’s begin by looking at John 9:1-11 NIV
“As He went along, He saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.  As long as it is day, we must do the work of Him who sent me.  Night is coming, when no one can work.  While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  Having said this, He spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing.
His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the same man who used to sit and beg?”  Some claimed that he was.

Others said, “No, he only looks like him." But he himself insisted, "I am the man."  "How then were your eyes opened?” they demanded.  He replied, “The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and washed, and then I could see.”  John 9:1-11 NIV
1. Strong families are willing to PAY the PRICE to pay attention to each other.

2. Strong families learn to ASK great QUESTIONS.
· “Turning around Jesus saw them following and asked, ‘What do you want?’”  John 1:37 NIV

· “When the Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, ‘Will you give me a drink?’”  John 4:7 NIV

· “When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he asked him, ‘Do you want to get well?’”  John 5:6 NIV

· “When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’”  John 6:5 NIV
We communicate at different levels with different people:

1 FACTS
2. EVENTS
3. PEOPLE
4. IDEAS
5. FEELINGS
3. Strong families know that loving means you take the time to LISTEN.
“My dear brothers, take note of this:  Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry…”  James 1:19 NIV

4. Strong families communicate love through appropriate TOUCH.
“A man with leprosy came to Him and begged Him on his knees, ‘If You are willing, You can make me clean.’  Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man.  “I am willing,’ He said.  ‘Be clean!’  Immediately the leprosy left him and he was cured.”  Mark 1:40-42NIV
Some great questions:

1. What was the high point of your day?  Low point?

2. What was your strongest feeling today?

3. How did you feel about that?

4. Tell me more about that.

5. What would you like to do if time and money were no objects?

6. What do you need that you don’t have?

7. What ministry are you most passionate about?

8. Tell me about your life as a        year old.

9. List three people who have greatly influenced you?

10.  What is God teaching you these days?

11.  What books are you reading now?

12.  What part of the Bible are you reading now?

13.  What would you like to talk about now?

14.  What would you like me to do for you?

15.  What do I do that means the most to you?

16.  What skill or discipline would you like to master?

17.  Which Biblical person would you like to me?

18.  What’s on your ‘bucket list?’

19.  How can I pray for you?

20.  What’s the biggest challenge you are facing?

Next Sunday:  Strong families learn to fight fair.

