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A brief review of the past two Sundays:

In September-October:

· Rosh Hashanah

· Yom Kippur

· Sukkot

The Tallit from Numbers 15:37, Deut. 22:12, Malachi 4:2, Luke 8:40 ff.

In the Spring season of every year, the Jewish people would celebrate four holidays covering a period of about 50 days.  The Passover, Unleavened Bread, First Fruits and Pentecost are those four holidays.  Let’s examine them and see their significance for us today:
1. Passover and Unleavened Bread:  This commemorates Gods Deliverance of Israel out of Egypt.

“…the community of Israel must slaughter their lamb or young goat at twilight.  They are to take some blood and smear it on the sides and top of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the animal.  That same night they must roast the meat over a fire and eat it along with bitter salad greens and bread made without yeast… Be fully dressed, wear your sandals, and carry your walking stick in your hand.  Eat the meal with urgency, for this is the LORD’S Passover.  On that night I will pass through the land of Egypt.  I will execute judgment against the gods of Egypt, for I am the LORD!  But the blood on the doorposts will serve as a sign, marking the houses where you are staying.  When I see the blood, I will pass over you… Each year, from generation to generation, you must celebrate it as a special festival to the LORD.  This is a law for all time.  For seven days the bread you eat must be made without yeast… Celebrate this Festival of Unleavened Bread, for it will remind you that I brought your forces out of the land of Egypt on this very day.”  Exodus 12:6-17 NLT  See also, Leviticus 23:5-8
The Passover meal is called a Seder.
In the O.T. it consisted of a roasted lamb, bitter herbs and unleavened bread.  Over the years a few other elements have been added.

The Four Cups:
“Therefore, say to the Israelites:  I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians, I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.  I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.”  Exodus 6:6-7 NIV

The cup of SANCTIFICATION

The cup of PLAGUES

The cup of REDEMPTION

The cup of PRAISE/ACCEPTANCE

2. The Festival of First Fruits or Harvest was celebrated on the third day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread.  The first amount of barley or grain would be made into a bundle and ‘waved’ before the Lord.
“He is to wave the sheaf before the LORD so it will be accepted on your behalf…On the day you wave the sheaf, you must sacrifice as a burnt offering to the LORD a lamb a year old without blemish…” Leviticus 23:11-12 NIV
3. The Festival of Weeks or Pentecost is celebrated 50 days later in either May or June. 

“Count off fifty days up to the day after the seventh Sabbath, and then present an offering of new grain to the LORD.”  Leviticus 23:16 NIV
(Every year, all Jewish men were supposed to go to Jerusalem to celebrate The Festival of Unleavened Bread, Pentecost and Tabernacles.)

“Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed.  Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover…..When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  And he said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.  For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.’  After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, ‘Take this and divide it among you.  For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body given for you; do this remembrance of me.’  In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.”  Luke 22:7-20 NIV

· The PASSOVER was a celebration, remembrance, thanksgiving and participation in God’s mighty acts of salvation for His people.  The New Testament equivalent of the Passover, the Lord’s Supper, functions in similar ways for Christians today.
1. The Lord’s Supper is a time of remembrance and thanksgiving.  (See Luke 22:19 and I Corinthians 11:24-25)
2. The Lord’s Supper is a time for refreshing and personal connection with the Lord.  (See Romans 5:10-11 and I Corinthians 10:14-17)

3. The Lord’s Supper is a time of recommitment and anticipation.  (See I Corinthians 11:26-29)

All of these fascinating Festivals remind us of three Biblical facts we can apply to our lives today:

1. God is here and gives us His Promise.
2. God is here for our Protection.
3.  God is here to provide for our Needs.
